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LIST OF TERMS 
 
Consumptive and Non-consumptive Water Use: 
 
Consumptive Water Use - The consumptive component of water use is water that is not 
returned to the hydrologic system after use.  Examples of consumptive water use include 
evapotranspiration from forestland and agricultural crops, evaporation of open water, 
and water used for landscaping and home gardening. 
 
Non-consumptive Water Use - The non-consumptive component of water use is 
characterized by water that, after being put to beneficial use, is returned to the 
hydrologic system via mechanisms such as wastewater treatment plants, septic systems, 
and infiltration of excess irrigation water.  Water from non-consumptive uses (water that 
is not permanently removed from the system) is returned to streams or groundwater 
after being put to beneficial use, and does not impact the overall basin-wide water 
balance. 
 
Regulatory Baseflow, Scientific Baseflow and Instream Flow: 
 
The term baseflow is commonly used in groundwater and surface water hydrology.  This 
can be confusing since there are regulatory definitions of baseflow which do not reflect 
the scientific use of the word in hydrology.  This Technical Assessment uses the 
following definitions:   
Baseflow (Scientific) - Streamflow includes both surface runoff and baseflow. Baseflow 
is water that enters the stream from sources other than direct run-off of precipitation, 
primarily from groundwater.  Since it constitutes most of the streamflow during low flow 
periods, it is an important parameter in evaluating groundwater systems and their 
interaction with surface water.  Flow in a stream during low flow periods is sometimes 
referred to as “baseflow”. 
 
Regulatory Baseflow (institutional definition) – Refers to the instream flows established 
for seven stream management reaches by Ecology in 1976 as part of the instream 
resource protection program (IRPP) as authorized by the state under the Water 
Resources Act of 1971 (RCW 90.54).   Regulatory baseflows are the flows administratively 
established “necessary to provide for the preservation of wildlife, fish, scenic, aesthetic, 
and other environmental values, and navigational values”. 
 
Regulatory baseflow and instream flow are similar in definition. In the current working 
legislative draft for instream flow guidance, “instream flow” is now specifically defined 
as: 
 
Instream Flow - A level of stream flow or lake level designated by rule that establishes 
the rate of stream flow or lake level that cannot be further diminished by water rights 
issued subsequent to the adoption of the instream flow rule.  It is the level of stream flow 
or lake level which, when not met or exceeded, triggers the department’s authority to 
regulate or otherwise interrupt the exercise of water rights that are conditioned to the 
instream flow. 
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Groundwater Recharge – the condition of surface waters “replenishing” or “recharging” 
groundwater via infiltration of precipitation and run-off, infiltration of streamflow 
through permeable streambeds, and infiltration from irrigation canals. 
 
Groundwater Discharge – the condition of groundwater leaving the subsurface and, 
either contributing to surface flows or being withdrawn by wells that pump. 
groundwater.
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